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Dudhwa Nationg] =
Park to showcase*
Tharu culture, =
cuisine, and craft

— e g e e i e e —

HT Correspondent 2
etters@htlive.com
LUCKNOW: In a novel initi-
ative, the Uttar Pradesh
Eco-Tourism Development
Board has announced

plans to actively involve
the indigenous Tharu com-

f munity in tourism devel-

opment at Dudhwa
National Park. The move
aims to merge cultural her-
itage with eco-tourism,

| creating economic Oppor-

tunities for the Tharu tribe

' while enriching the visitor

experience,
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve,
known for its rich biodi-

_versity, is set to become a

cultural hub as well. The
Tharu people's deep
knowledge of local flora,
medicinal herbs, and eco-
logical patterns will be an
integral part of guided
experiences, making them
not just hosts but inter-
preters of the forest.

“The Tharu tribe has
lived in perfect harmony
with nature for genera-
tions. This initiative will
turn their deep-rooted tra-
ditions into a sustainable
source of income,” said a
Department of Tourism
official.

Tourists will also get to
experience traditional
Tharu cuisine such as
Dhikri, Khadia, and
Kapua—rice flour-based
delicacies—either at local
homestays or directly at
resorts and hotels. The aim
is to reach visitors even if
they do not travel deep into
Tharu villages.

Local handicrafts made
from moonj grass, kaans,
jute, and cotton will be
showcased and sold at
Tharu Shilpgrams, resort
stalls, and community
shops. These crafts reflect
the tribe’s resourcefulness
and creativity, offering
tourists an authentic take-

home piece of Tharu cul-
ture,

The initiative includes
regular cultural perform-
ances by Tharu artists, Tra-
ditional songs and dances

Tharu people’s deep
knowledge of local flora, |
medicinal herbs, and

ecological patterns will

be an integral part of
guided experiences.

SOURCED

\.l
This initiative
will turn their
deep-rooted
traditions into a
sustainable
source of
income

AN OFFICIAL

like Sakhia, Dewli, Dha-
mar, Jhumra, and vibrant
Holi celebrations will be
staged at tourism hotspots,
offering visitors deeper
cultural immersion while
providing local performers
recognition and income.

Led by director of Tour-
ism Prakhar Mishra and
his team, the initiative Is
expected to serve as a
model for community-led
tourism across India,
blending conservation, cul-
ture, and commerce in a
sustainable framework.

According to Mishra,
the board is encouraging
the community to set up
new homestays and
upgrade existing ones,
with support in hospitality
training and infrastruc-
ture,

These homestays aim to
go beyond accommoda-
tion, offering tourists a liv-
ing experience of Tharu
traditions, daily life, cus-
toms, and cuisine,

465 VILLAGE WOMEN BEING
TRAINED IN LOCAL CRAFTS ¥
NEAR TOURIST SPOTS | 138 '
PRAYAGRAJ : With an aim to expand rural tourism in
Uttar Pradesh, villages near popular tourist ;
gestlnatmns are being developed as rural tourism
ubs by the UP tourism department under its rural
E{’:{L‘,‘{'; gmje;t.%s part of this initiative, local
Natgers are bein |

Wttt eing trained iln various skills,

Local women and youth in selected villagesare
?Deli:;lgs:’\mnfm marélufactutlng and providing Sl
ourism-related products and services to help them
become sel *rel!gnti and services to help them J F

Regional tourism officer of Prayagral, Aparajita

-
|

Singh, said that ODOP (One District One Product) ot 18

Items and local crafts have been chosen for the i

e Aotlof 65 women hvebeenselced
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