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Ballar’s Surha Tal UP’s 13th
Ramsar site; set to get I5c¢r

Times NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh has
added a new Internationally
recognised wetland to its eco-
tourism map after Jayapra-
kash Narayan Bird Sanctua-
ry at Surha Tal in Ballia was
declared a Ramsar Site.

The recognition 1s expec-
ted to raise the sanctuary’s
profile among birdwatchers,
nature enthusiasts and over-
seas tourists, while also rein-
forcing conservation measu-
res for the wetland ecosys-
tem.

With the latest addition,
Uttar Pradesh now has 13
Ramsar Sites. India’s total
Ramsar wetlands have rea-
ched 100, reflecting an expan-
ding national network of in-
ternationally important wet-

lands.

To improve visitor facili-
ties, the Uttar Pradesh Eco
Tourism Development Board
is developing tourism in-
frastructure worth over Rs 5
crore in the Surha Tal area.
Planned works include an
open-alr theatre, a birdwat-
ching tower, an Interpreta-
tion gallery, pathways, a
children’s area, a multipur-
pose hall, kiosks, ghat deve-
lopment, horticulture and
landscaping, signage and
other visitor amenities ai-
med at supporting regulated
tourism.

Tourism and culture mi-
nister Jaiveer Singh said the
Ramsar tag underlines Uttar
Pradesh’s growing promi-
nence in bilodiversity conser-
vation and eco-tourism.



