Kukrail centre has released over 7k gharials in rivers since 1976
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ach year, it collects about
—{ 100 to 150 eggs from river-

bank nests that are expo-
sed or located in high-risk are-
as where predation and dest-
ruction are more likely. These
eggs are then incubated and
hatched in controlled condi-
tions, where the centrereports
a 95% to 98% successrate.

“We mainly collect eggs
from nests along the Chambal
and Saryu rivers. Collection
takes about a week and is done
by thestaff trained in the exer-
cise,” said Sanjay Kumar Bis-
wal, conservator, Endangered
Species Division, Uttar Pra-

g, LS
ey

Centre has 466 gharials at present

desh. He added that the centre
plans to scale up collection to
at least 500 eggs for artificial
hatching and rearing.

After being reared for
three to five years, young gha-
rials are released into rivers

during winter, when condi-
tlons are more favourable. Of-
ficial figures show that 7,667
gharials have been released
since 1976, including at least
1,500 in the last five years.

The centre’s captive popu-
lation has also expanded from
five breeding adults in 1976 to
466 gharials at present. Under
wildlife exchange program-
mes, Kukrail has sent gharials
to destinations including Ja-
pan, Pakistan, the United Sta-
tes and Bhutan.

The project has received
international attention, with
the National Geographic Soci-
ety describing it as the ‘most

successful conservation pro-
jectin India’ in June 2025.

The centre has also beco-
me an eco-tourism site, dra-
wingnearly twolakh domestic
visitors and more than 100 fo-
reign tourists annually. Tou-
rism and culture minister Jai-
veer Singh said the conserva-
tion gains have strengthened
Uttar Pradesh’s profile as an
eco-tourism destination and
underlined the need to protect
river ecosystems.

In the wild, gharials can be
seen in and around the Natio-
nal Chambal Sanctuary,
Dudhwa National Park, Ka-
tarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary

and river stretches across Ma-
harajgan), Bahraich, Bara-
banki and Hastinapur. Ghari-
als nest on high sandbars,
with the Chambal river consi-
dered a preferred breeding
ground.

Conservationists say mon-
soon currents pose a major
threat to hatchlings, as hat-
ching occurs in late May and
early June. Rajeev Chauhan
of the Society for Conserva-
tion of Nature said 1,000 to
1,500 nests are spotted annual-
ly in Uttar Pradesh, with ro-
ughly 45to50eggs per nest, but
only a small fraction survive
without intervention.




