PM expresses joy.
officials say eco-
tourism, conservation
will get a fillip

Gaurav Saigal,Sudhi Kumar

LLICKNOW/VARANASE The Surha
Tal In Ballla district, which pro-
vides habitat for over 310 bird
recies (including 125 water-
nd hosts up ta 200,000
individual migratory birds dur-
ing the winter, has been desig-
nated as Uttar Pradesh’s [3th
Ramsar site and the 100th [n
India, putting the vast natural
axbow lake in the international
Surha Tal iz known
iciatly as Jai Prakash Narayan
Eird Sanctuary
Prime M nth

ognition on Friday.

Thie announcement was nude
af 8 World Environment Day
me attended by chief
minister Yogl Adivvanath in Luc-
lmow. U forest minister Arun
Kumar Saxena presented the

Adityanath on the stage durir
the programme, an oflicial s
ment said, according to a PTI
report. The achlevement will
prove to be o milestone in pro-
moting eco-tourism, officials
=aidl, Uttar Pracdesh holds second
position in the tally of Hamsar
-.mc‘lnlndn Tamil Nadu is in

: T.n]fdl s on the Central
Asian Flyway, through which
migratory birds travel from Cen-
||"l|.‘\‘¢|'l to the lndl n -.uhcnnn

Surha Tal has a natural
3432 hectares

3,432 hectares. The area
pands 1o around 42 square
Kilommietres during the monsoon

“Out of 13 Ramsar sites (in
Uttar Pradeshy), 12 were declared
in the past seven years,” sald
fiti Singh, chiefconservator of

(@ Hintmstan Times

Ballia’s Surha Tal UP’s 13th Ramsar site, India’s 100th

n-fed lake sprend over nearly 2,548 to

SOURCED

Starting 10 km from the Ball
City aren, it stretches w
I.LI||L.|||||1||| i
by Dulwara \.'l]L 2 o the south-
cast and Singhauli to the narth-
east. Located near Basantpur vil-
Iage, around I7 kilometres from
ka .Iuslnt.l Iw.ud:;n.amrs Surha

sites are concemed! Glad thar
the Jai Prikash van Hird
Sanctuary {Surha Tal) In Bal
Uttar Prad has been desig-
nated as India's 100th Ramsar
site”

Ballia chief devel

nationa
of pride not only for the state but
for the entlre country.

UPs director peneral Tourism
Vedpati Mishra sald the Ramsar
designation would act asa eata-
1 for both conservation and
economic growt

“The recognition not anly
sirengthens efforts to preserve
wetlands and biodiversity but

-lbwllnu:csm Enan:alhlnB‘a ia
’ regaring toa total
i

< ncreased tourzst arnivals
will generate employment, sup
ses and

WHAT IS A RAMSAR SITE?

w Ramsar sites are wetlands
of intermational
importance under the
Ramsar Convention, an
environmental treaty
established n 1971 In the

ranian city of Ramsar

® Ramsar sites are significant
tor conserving biodiversity,
particularly waterfowl
habitats

wThese sites, covering
marshes, fens, and lakes;
require sustainable
management to maintain
ewmiogical character,

wRamsar sites are selected
based on their
nternational sianificance
regarding ecoloay, botany,
zoology, imnology, or

hydrology. Applicant
countries designate sites
that meet at lzast one of
nine criteria, such as
supparting vulnerable
species, maintalning
bindiversity.

o Ramsar sites are significant
as they can serve as model
examples of the nation’s
commitmant to
conservation and
management undes
miternaticnally accepted
framewarks. In
designatinga wetland as &
Ramsar site, countries
agrag ta establish and
overses a mansgement
framewaork aimed at
conserving the wetland

BIRD SPECIES FOUND AT

SURHA TAL

o The resident bird species found at
Surha Tal include Littie
Cormorant, Great Cormorant,

Grey Heron, Purple Heron,
Painted Stork, Spot-hilled Pelican,
Bronze-winged Jaczna, Pheasant-
tailed lacana, Common Moorhen,
Common Coot, Purpla Swamphen,
‘White-breasted Waterhen, River
Tern, Brahminy Kite and White-
throated Kinpfisher.

& The migrat ory birels include Bar-
headed Goose, Evrasian Teal, Red-
crested Pochard, Common
Pochard, Northern Shoveler,
Gadwall, Eurasizn Wigeon, Wood
Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper,
Common Sandpliper, Spotted
Radshank, Common Redshank,
Naorthern Lapwing, Black-winged
Stilt and Com mon Greenshank




